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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 929 20.2 5.1 30 67.2 69.9
1b 928 12.8 3.8 20 63.8 69.8
2a 794 19.2 5.1 30 64 59.7
2b 793 12.9 3.8 20 64.3 59.7
3a 399 17.1 5.7 30 57.2 30
3b 390 11.3 4 20 56.6 29.4
4a 527 18.9 5.2 30 63.2 39.6
4b 521 12.9 3.7 20 64.6 39.2
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Q.2 (a) Examine the importance of the Categorical Imperative within Kant’s  
Moral Law theory. [AO1 30] 


 
  Candidates may include the following information, but credit any 


relevant information. 
 
  Candidates might explain that for Kant, moral precepts are rooted in 


rationality, are unconditional or categorical and that he assumed that humans 
possess moral autonomy.  Kant placed great importance on good will and 
doing one’s duty.  They may contrast the Categorical Imperative with the 
Hypothetical Imperative, and explain why for Kant the categorical imperatives 
are the only type of imperative that must be followed.  In explaining why Kant 
saw each of the three forms of the Categorical Imperative, candidates may 
use examples, possibly those of Kant. 


 
  Maximum Level 4 is the candidate’s answer is just an explanation of 


Kant’s Moral Law. 
 
 
 (b) ‘Kant’s categorical imperative is inadequate as a basis for deciding 


which actions are morally right’.  Assess this view.  [AO2 20] 
   
  Candidates may refer to some of the points given below, but credit any 


valid argument. 
 
  Agree 


  ● Sometimes people have to consider the situation they are in and the 
consequences of their actions e.g. killing a terrorist to save the lives of 
twenty school children.  Kant doesn’t allow us to do this. 


  ● Kant does not provide an answer to the issue of what to do when humans 
apply the categorical imperative and they have two or more duties that 
conflict. 


  ● It does not allow a person to act out of compassion for others or to bring 
them happiness. 


  ● It fails to consider the emotional ties humans have to others e.g. family. 
  ● A universal maxim could be trivial or amoral e.g. everyone should tie their 


shoelaces. 
 
  Disagree 


  ● The Categorical Imperative prohibits acts which would commonly be 
considered immoral e.g. do not kill, do not steal, etc. 


  ● It is adequate as it is not based on unpredictable consequences. 
  ● It treats other human beings with intrinsic worth which cannot be 


sacrificed for the many. 
  ● The actions humans take should be based on their ability to reason.  Kant 


treats humans as the highpoint of creation. 
  ● One’s actions cannot be based on personal preference. 


● Justice comes from the intrinsic value of the action. 








Sticky Note

This is an important piece of theory for this question and therefore the candidate was credited for this; however, the theory could have done with greater explanation.
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Sticky Note

It is always credit worthy when a student can apply a piece of theory learnt in the AS year to a relevant point in an A2 question, however this candidate is starting to drift from the point of the question here.
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Sticky Note

Scholarly input into a relevant point is also credit worthy.  







Sticky Note

Level 4 was given because even though knowledge was largely relevant it was in a basic and patchy way i.e. the candidate was not really answering the 2 parts of the essay in a clear way, instead it was all mixed in together and thus lacked some coherence.
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Sticky Note

If dates are going to be used.  Make sure they are correct.
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Sticky Note

Good points here as they are relatively contemporary; however, they could have been supported by scholarly input.  Also the candidate has made two contrasting points which could have been evaluated at the end of the two points i.e. was or wasn't it (and why) an example of a holy war in modern warfare?







Rectangle



Sticky Note

Continued good use of relatively contemporary examples.



Sticky Note

Scholarly support needed.
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Sticky Note

Level 5 given because there are some good contemporary points given that address the issues raised but only some appropriate analysis.
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Sticky Note

Poorly explained Biblical quote
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Sticky Note

Lacking scholarly support for the point.
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Sticky Note

It is good that a student can use theory from the AS Ethics module and apply it in a relative way to the A2 module.  However, this point is under-developed.
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Sticky Note

Again lacking scholarly support.



Sticky Note

Level 5 given because the response addresses the question but limited awareness of diversity of scholarly opinion is demonstrated.
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Sticky Note

Again the point would benefit from scholarly support.







Sticky Note

Two good contrasting points.  However, it would be good to see these two points evaluated.  Which side is right and why?
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Sticky Note

Ok two contrasting opinions.  But given the arguments made; which side has the strongest arguments and why?



Sticky Note

Level 5 given because the response addresses the issue raised.  Different views are considered but with only some appropriate analysis and evaluation.
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Sticky Note

A good paragraph on the 12 moral virtues. For broader questions on Aristotle, like the 2015 question, there is no need to list all 12 virtues.  Therefore, examples are fine; however, make sure all the examples are correct.  The detail given on the connection between the 12 moral virtues and the soul is important. This candidate, however, drifts away from this as the explanation develops. The explanation at the end on the need to practice the virtues was clear and to the point. 
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Unmarked set by markl_000
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Sticky Note

An interesting and relevant point to start with, however, this was an under-developed point e.g. what particularly did Anscombe and MacIntyre have to say about Aristotle's Virtue Theory and how does it take into account individual emotions, opinions etc 
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Sticky Note

Overall, this student received a level 4 because although they illustrated accurate knowledge on Aristotle's Virtue Theory it was basic and patchy in places.
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Sticky Note

A good point, partially supported by evidence e.g. Anscombe.  However, the point could of been developed by considering specific sections of holy books that support the premise stated. 
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Sticky Note

A relatively poorly explained end to this point.  It would have benefited from an example to illustrate the point. 







Polygonal Line



Sticky Note

A reasonable example to illustrate the point given.  Though again could have been further developed. 



Sticky Note

Just a level 5 because the question is addressed and demonstrates understanding of the main ideas.  However, limited scholarly opinion is demonstrated.
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GCE RELIGIOUS STUDIES (A2) 
RS3/ETH – STUDIES IN RELIGION AND ETHICS 


 


SUMMER 2015 MARK SCHEME 
 
Q.1  (a) Explain the main features of Aristotle’s Virtue Theory. [AO1 30] 
 


  Candidates may include the following information, but credit any 
relevant information. 


 


  The importance of the human soul (rational and irrational elements); all 
human action has aim (superior and subordinate aims); ultimate aim is the 
Good; supreme Good is happiness; (classified as love of pleasure, love of 
honour or love of contemplation) recognition of Aristotle’s three kinds of 
friendship; good of community more important than good of individual; key for 
achieving supreme Good is cultivation of virtues.  Two categories of virtues 
(moral and intellectual, giving examples).  To develop virtues, doctrine of the 
mean is important (avoid excess or deficiency in any area of behaviour). 


 
 (b) ‘Virtue Ethics is totally incompatible with a religious approach to ethics’. 
  Assess this view. [AO2 20] 
 


  Candidates may refer to some of the points given below, but credit any 
valid argument. 


 


  Agree 
  ● Virtue Ethics is not interested in keeping God’s commands, eternal laws 


or absolutist codes like the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20) or Shariah 
Law. 


  ● It does not follow the guidance if any sacred texts such as the Bible or the 
Qur’an. 


  ● No reference is made to God or wanting to do God’s will – one simply 
aims for the ‘supreme good’.  Aristotle’s theory is a secular one. 


  ● Religions appear to cultivate ‘altruism’, whereas, Virtue Ethics appears to 
cultivate self-centredness.  Religions are more about self-sacrifice than 
self-realisation. 


  ● Some religious traditions have a closer link to acting out a sense of duty 
than developing duties. 


  ● Many religions believe you get closer to or reach your ultimate goal 
beyond this earthly life, whereas Aristotelian virtue theory does not 
entertain the idea of continuing growth after death or of a telos beyond 
this world. 


 


  Disagree 
  ● Religions do appear to be concerned with personal development.  For 


example, Aquinas developed Aristotle’s ideas and came up with the 
traditional Catholic virtues, four ‘cardinal’ virtues (prudence, temperance, 
justice and fortitude) and three ‘theological’ virtues (faith, hope and charity). 


  ● The concept of ‘eudaimonia’ appears to be similar to the Buddhist view of 
‘enlightenment’. 


  ● Religious leaders also appear to show a similar concern, e.g. the 
Beatitudes (Matthew 5-7) for example, appear to show concern for the 
‘internal’ qualities of human action. 


  ● Judaism and Christianity teach that we should love others as much as we 
love ourselves (e.g. the Golden Rule). 


 


  Some candidates might adopt a middle ground approach and argue that 
Virtue Ethics is not totally incompatible but is to some degree which is 
also acceptable. 


 


  Maximum marks are available either for the breadth or depth of the  
  candidate’s answer. 
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2. (a) Examine the importance of the Categorical Imperative within Kant’s Moral Law theory.
   [30]


 (b) ‘Kant’s categorical imperative is inadequate as a basis for deciding which actions are 
morally right.’


  Assess this view. [20]
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Sticky Note

An interesting opening paragraph but it does not have a clear link to the question set.



Rectangle



Rectangle



Sticky Note

Clear and accurate explanation of the 3 formulations of the categorical imperative.  Illustrations would have enhanced this paragraph. 



Sticky Note

The way this paragraph is explained lacks relevance to the question set. 
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Sticky Note

A good point to make in relation to the question set e.g. the categorical imperative is important because it is, according to Kant, better than the hypothetical imperative.  The candidate could have made the link to the question more explicit.
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Sticky Note

An explicit link that connected the paragraph written to the question set.
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Sticky Note

Level 5 given because the answer did address the question set, with just about largely relevant knowledge. 
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Sticky Note

Always use the wording of the question.
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Sticky Note

A good argument that would have benefited from scholarly support or an example.



Sticky Note

A mostly well explained counter to the above argument - the illustration helps develop the point. Rather than go straight on to the next point, the essay would have benefited from an evaluation of which of the two contrasting points were more feasible.    
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Sticky Note

Answers the question set but does not really develop why Utilitarianism would be more adequate than Kant's Moral Law.
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Sticky Note

Level 4 given because the candidate does clearly understand the main point of the question set but demonstrates limited analysis and evaluation.
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Sticky Note

A contemporary support for the point given.
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Sticky Note

Needs to be more specific.
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Sticky Note

Accurately quoted and referenced holy book quote.
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Sticky Note

Poorly explained Biblical quote.
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Sticky Note

Lacking scholarly support for the point.
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Sticky Note

It is good that a student can use theory from the AS Ethics module and apply it in a relative way to the A2 module, however, this point is under-developed.
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Sticky Note

Again lacking scholarly support.



Sticky Note

Level 5 given because the response addresses the question but limited awareness of diversity of scholarly opinion is demonstrated.
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Sticky Note

Again the point would benefit from scholarly support.
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Two good contrasting points, however, it would be good to see these two points evaluated, e.g. which side is right and why?
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Sticky Note

Ok two contrasting opinions but given the arguments made, which side has the strongest arguments and why?



Sticky Note

Level 5 given because the response addresses the issue raised.  Different views are considered but with only some appropriate analysis and evaluation.
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Unmarked set by markl_000
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3. (a) Explain (i) the causes of war and


   (ii) the concept of Holy War in at least one major world religion. [30]


 (b) ‘The concept of Holy War cannot be applied to modern warfare.’
  Assess this view. [20]


4. (a) Examine ethical and religious issues raised by genetic manipulation. [30]


 (b) ‘Genetic  manipulation can never be justified.’
  Assess this view. [20]
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Q.3 (a) Explain (i) causes of war [AO1 30] 
 


     and 
 


   (ii) the concept of Holy War in at least one major world religion. 
 
  Candidates may include the following information, but credit any 


relevant information. 
 
  Causes of war could include 


● Conflict caused by different ideologies (political or religious) e.g. 
capitalism v communism. 


● Government led oppression – the government using forms of oppression, 
such as torture or imprisonment to quell any criticism. 


● A lack of human rights – a lack of education, the right to vote, etc. 
● Ethnic dominance – a case where the largest ethnic group comprises a 


majority of the population, increased the risk of civil war. 
● Disputes over land e.g. the Falklands War. 
● Religious differences – between different groups within a religion or 


different religious groups. 
 
  ‘Holy War’ 
  A religious or Holy War is one caused by, or justified by, religious differences.  


It can involve one country with an established religion against another with a 
different religion or by a religiously-motivated group attempting to spread its 
faith by violence or the suppression of another group because of its religious 
practices. 


 
  Candidates may refer to more than one religion if they wish. 
  Candidates can also refer to any major world religion not just those 


listed below: 
 
  For Muslims, the true Holy War is called jihad which means ‘striving’.  Like 


Christianity, the ‘inner Jihad’ is concerned with a personal, spiritual and 
psychological battle within the individual to control himself or herself when 
trying to overcome the forces of evil which prevent them from being truly 
close to Allah.  However, there is also the outer (or lesser) Jihad, which 
reflects the more warlike aspects in Islam.  The Qur’an teaches that, although 
war is generally wrong, there are certain circumstances in which Islam 
tolerates, accepts the practice of fighting a Holy War in the name of Islam for 
the following reasons: to deter an aggressor, to fight oppression, for self-
defence and to establish justice and freedom to practice religion.  The outer 
jihad has strict rules; it must not be fought to gain territory; it must be 
launched by a religious leader; it must be fought to bring about peace; 
innocent civilians must not be targeted; it must be a last resort; enemies must 
be treated with justice and chemical warfare is forbidden. 


 
  In Christianity, a Holy War has religion as its driving force.  There are three 


elements: the achievement of a religious goal; authorisation by a religious 
leader and a spiritual reward for those who take part.  It is generally felt that 
there are five causes for a Holy War: to spread the faith; to restore the faith in 
countries that once belonged to it; to rescue believers from unbelieving 
countries; to recover and purify sacred places that had been captured by non-
believers and to get revenge against those who had committed blasphemies 
against the faith or believers.  Soldiers who fought for God were recognised 
as the warriors/knights of Christ.   
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The Crusades during the 11th-13th centuries against the Muslim Conquests.  
Originally, they were intended to re-capture Jerusalem and the Holy Land 
from the Muslims, and support the besieged Christian Empire against the 
Muslim expansion into Asia Minor and Europe.  Later, Crusades were 
launched against other targets, either for religious reasons or because of 
political conflict. 


 
  Maximum Level 4 if both parts of the question are not addressed. 
 
 
 (b) ‘The concept of Holy War cannot be applied to modern warfare’.  Assess 


this view.  [AO2 20] 
 
  Candidates may refer to some of the points given below, but credit any 


valid argument. 
 
  Agree 
  ● In a nuclear age where mankind could be eradicated by a group of 


religious fanatics launching a nuclear ‘holy war’ this would go against 
religious teachings on peace, tolerance, stewardship and love. 


  ● A ‘holy war’ is based on a claim that God has commanded it to happen – 
this cannot be verified. 


  ● You could have a situation where both sides engaged in a ‘holy war’ claim 
that God is on their side which is illogical. 


  ● The war would almost inevitably cause harm or suffering to civilians or 
non-believers.  In contrast to the deep hatred that obviously inspired the 
September 11 attacks on the World Trade Centre and the Pentagon, the 
vast majority of Muslims, like their Jewish and Christian counterparts, are 
appalled and sickened by terrorism, and utterly repudiate the mass 
murder of innocent people. 


  ● Some claim that so-called modern ‘Holy Wars’ are not really based on 
religious grounds but rather that the real cause may be poverty, 
oppression and inequality.  For example, in some parts of the Middle East 
and elsewhere, people have begun to regard the rich countries of the 
West as greedy, selfish and oppressive. 


 
  Disagree 


  ● Some would argue that the Just War conditions can be considered the 
modern day equivalent of a ‘holy war’ and were devised by religious 
leaders.  Many of the wars fought in the name of religion do conform to 
the just war conditions. 


  ● Religion does not only appear to justify violence, God seems to order it 
(e.g. Numbers Chapter 32). 


  ● Many Muslims would argue that the true ‘jihad’ is the ‘inner jihad’ – a 
personal spiritual and psychological battle to control themselves 
especially when trying to overcome temptation – so by resisting the 
‘temptation’ to go to war and find a peaceful solution to conflict, they are 
engaged in a ‘holy war’. 
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Q.4 (a) Examine ethical and religious issues raised by genetic manipulation.  
 [AO1 30] 
  Candidates may include the following information, but credit any 


relevant information. 
 


  A brief general explanation of ‘genetic manipulation of cells’ may be given, 
including stem cell research, cloning, etc). 


 


  Ethical issues 
  The uses to which such techniques are put (for example, medical research, 


crop improvement, economic development).  Are the techniques unethical in 
themselves or does the purpose to which the technique is put, and its 
consequences, determine its moral acceptability? 


 


  Religious issues 
  Dilemmas include:  sanctity of life v quality of life?  Stewardship – whether 


such manipulation threatens the balance of nature; whether it has long-term 
effects on the genetic make-up of particular species; whether there are 
unknown side-effects for animals or plants of the same or other species; 
whether humans have the right to make such modifications.  Does the 
application of such techniques to human genetic material raise different 
issues? 


 


  Maximum Level 4 if both ethical and religious issues are not addressed. 
 


  Candidates may examine the ways in which ethical theories provide different 
responses to the dilemmas posed.  Examples may come from medical 
research, animal or plant research, or crop development for economic 
purposes. 


 
 (b) ‘Genetic manipulation can never be justified’.  Assess this view. 
 [AO2 20] 
 


  Candidates may refer to some of the points given below, but credit any 
valid argument. 


 


  Agree 
  ● From a more general point of view, genetic engineering techniques 


inevitably involves unknown and unpredictable risks. 
  ● Using genetic manipulation of crops to improve production, saleability 


and/or profit may benefit the rich and powerful at the expense of the poor 
and vulnerable. 


● Genetic engineering undermines God’s divine authority. 
  ● Genetic engineering interferes with divine design and purpose.  Medical 


abnormalities and diseases are part of the natural order and should be 
accepted by believers as the will of God. 


 


  Disagree 
  ● Genetic engineering (e.g. genetic crops) might bring an end to poverty 


and its associated consequences in disease and malnutrition. 
  ●` Genetic engineering might lead to the eradication of disease e.g. 


hereditary diseases. 
  ● There are enormous economic benefits if genetic engineering works. 
  ● Genetic engineering enables human beings to be partners with God in 


improving human life and the sustainability of nature.  It might enable 
humans to be better stewards of the earth. 


 


 Candidates may well also argue that genetic manipulation is ONLY 
justifiable IN CERTAIN SITUATIONS. 
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Answer two questions.


1. (a) Explain the main features of Aristotle’s Virtue Theory. [30]


 (b) ‘Virtue Ethics is totally incompatible with a religious approach to ethics.’
  Assess this view. [20]
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